
Understanding Louisiana’s Sunshine Laws
“Sunshine” is a term often used to describe laws that help citizens monitor and participate in the business of government.

Technology & Sunshine in Louisiana

1. Do public records include electronic information and communication?
Yes. Public records include any document (regardless of physical form) that is created, used or kept in order 
to perform the business of a public body. Like other records, electronic information and communication 

Electronic information includes things like digital images, recordings or data stored in databases.
Electronic communication includes e-mail. Like other records, it is the content and purpose that 

conducting public business, the record should be public. The computer or e-mail account used to 
send or receive the message is not important.
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public.
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2. Can I request a public record by sending an e-mail to a public body? 
Yes. You may ask for a public record in any manner—over the phone or in person, by e-mail or in a letter. 

regular mail).

3. Can I see or copy an electronic record if it has a mixture of private and public information? 
Yes. Sometimes public records contain some information that is protected. Like other records, the custodian 
of the record is responsible for removing (redacting) the private portions of a public record and may charge 



Research provided by the Public Affairs Research Council of Louisiana. For more information, please call (225) 926-8414 or visit www.la-par.org.

6. Are public bodies required to keep (retain) electronic information and communication? 
Yes. Generally, any public record must be kept for at least three years from the date it is created. This rule 

Technology & Sunshine in Louisiana           Page 2 of 2

5. Can I bring my own device to copy an electronic record? 
Yes.

“jump drive” or “thumb drive”).

4. Can I request electronic records that are stored in a computer program or database? 
Yes.

7. Are public bodies required to post notices of their meetings online? 
No. 

No. 

9. Can members of a public body “meet” online if the meeting is not open to the public? 
No. 

Public business must be conducted in an open manner. Meetings of public bodies must be open to the 
public.

and the members receive information, talk 
about or act on something that the body supervises or controls, then the meeting must be open to the 
public and proper notice must be given.


