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June 15, 2012

The Honorable Lincoln D. Chafee
Office of the Governor

82 Smith Street

Providence, RI 02903

RE: 12-H 7555 Substitute A
Dear Gov. Chafee:

I'm writing to urge that you sign into law 12-H 7555 Substitute A - “An Act
Relating to Public Records - Access to Public Records.”

While the bill as amended and finally passed does not contain all of the reforms
sought by our allies and our state and regional affiliates, there is no doubt that
these needed changes will bring about greater accountability and more
transparency for the citizens of Rhode Island.

The important principle that the written and recorded instruments of
government belong to the people, not to the government itself, is one at the heart
of democratic self-government. The important reforms in this bill will help to
ensure that the principle of open, transparent government is more than a
platitude in the state of Rhode Island.

The balancing test regarding public versus private information in personnel
records mirrors that in the federal Freedom of Information Act, as well as
language established by statute and case law in many other states. Similar
balancing schemes have been in place for many years in Arkansas, Wisconsin,
Connecticut and New Hampshire without giving rise to a spate of lawsuits or
superfluous bureaucratic confusion.

The National Freedom of Information Coalition (NFOIC) is a nonpartisan network
of state open government groups and advocates dedicated to protecting the
public’s right to know and citizens’ rights of access to the records and meetings of
governmental entities at all levels.

Our member organizations, the New England First Amendment Coalition
(NEFAC) and ACCESS-RI, and other good-government and open-government
advocates in your state, worked collaboratively with legislators to craft a bill that
guarantees the public’s right to know what their government does to and for
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them, without creating inefficiencies or sacrificing Rhode Islanders’ concerns about privacy.

On behalf of our board of directors, I urge you to sign the bill into law. Thank you for your

consideration. If I can provide more information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,
7 prec 4 B
LA

Kenneth F. Bunting



