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Michele Timmons Wins Finnegan Freedom of Information Award 

The Minnesota Coalition on Government Information will award the 2013 John R. Finnegan Freedom of 
Information Award to Michele Timmons, Revisor of Statutes, a champion for open and easy access to 
government information. She and her staff continually enhance public access to the bill drafting and bill 
tracking systems.  Her actions enhance public understanding of the complex legislative process.  In spite of 
tight budget times, she helped legislators understand the need to appropriate money for a new, flexible 
computer platform to replace an antiquated system.  She delivered a great system, which is still being 
improved.  An ongoing improvement is the scanning of historical legislative records into the 
system.  Lawyers, historians, and other citizens regularly use and rely upon this information.  All of the 
session laws back to statehood have been digitized, plus all editions of compiled statutes.  Currently her 
office is working on digitizing historical state agency administrative rules and creating a database to track the 
history of each rule.  Revisor Timmons and her staff not only provide excellent daily service to support the 
drafting and publishing needs of the Minnesota House and Senate, they also take every opportunity to 
improve and enhance the records of the Office of Revisor of Statutes to benefit all citizens. 
 
Michele Timmons has been active in promoting access to digital government records at the national level.  In 
her role as a commissioner on the national Uniform Law Commission, she chaired the committee that drafted 
the Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act (UELMA). UELMA establishes an outcomes-based, technology-
neutral framework for providing online legal material with the same level of trustworthiness traditionally 
provided by publication in a law book. UELMA has been passed in two states and is up for legislative 
approval in eight states including Minnesota. 
 
The John R. Finnegan Freedom of Information Award was established by MNCOGI in 1989 and is named for 
the retired senior vice-president and assistant publisher of the St. Paul Pioneer Press.  Finnegan was a life-
long stalwart of open meetings, open records and the First Amendment.  He was instrumental in creating the 
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act – the state’s open records framework. Each year, the award 
honors a Minnesotan or Minnesota institution whose work demonstrates leadership and commitment to the 
power of information to effect change. This year John Finnegan, Jr. will present the award to Revisor 
Timmons at an award ceremony at the Minneapolis Central Library. The award is named for Mr. Finnegan’s 
father who passed away in recent months. 
 
Attendees will also hear a keynote speech from Ramsey County District Court Judge Kathleen Gearin. Judge 
Gearin will provide an update on Minnesota’s yearlong cameras in the court pilot project. 
 
When:   Thursday March 14, 2013 
Where:  Minneapolis Central Library, Pohlad Hall, 300 Nicollet Mall, Mpls, MN 55401 
Time:    12:00 pm-1:00 pm 
 
Freedom of Information Day is usually commemorated on March 16th, the birth date of James Madison, a 
champion of access and transparency in government. This year’s celebration will be on March 14th. 
 
About the Minnesota Coalition on Government Information (MNCOGI) 
MNCOGI is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization committed to the public’s right to know, the promotion of public 
access to government information and transparency of government operations. MNCOGI Board members 
are John Borger; Helen Burke, Chair; Hal Davis, Duchesne Drew; Matt Ehling; Don Gemberling, Secretary; 
Art Hughes; Gary Hill; Jane Kirtley; and Robbie LaFleur, Treasurer. 
 
For more information about MNCOGI, please visit our website at www.mncogi.org. 


