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A Freedom of Information Coaliion




11575 SW Pacific Highway, Suite 196

Portland, Oregon  97223

March 12, 2007
National Freedom of Information Coalition

Missouri School of Journalism

ATTN:  Denise Meyers

133 Neff Annex

Columbia, Mo.  65211-0012

Dear Ms. Meyers, 

Attached is the grant proposal for Open Oregon, a citizen-based educational organization, for $8,000 to update and reprint “A Quick Reference Guide to Oregon’s Public Meetings Law.”  About 10 years ago, the NFOIC granted us the money for the initial edition of this booklet, which we produced in collaboration with the Oregon Attorney General, whose office reviewed the language and agreed to include the Oregon Department of Justice’s imprimatur on the guide.

The first edition of the booklet has been given away to hundreds of citizens, public bodies, journalists and students since 1996. Recipients of these booklets included newspapers; television news departments; court administrators; cities; counties; hospitals; planning commissions, school boards, student governments, colleges and universities, and special districts -- including soil and water, fire, sewer, economic development, and recreation districts. In addition, up through recent months, we receive repeated requests from public bodies and citizens for the booklet. As well, the Attorney General’s office says there are regular requests for it. 
With this grant, we will edit, update and reprint this handy guide and distribute it free to those same organizations and to any person or organization who requests it. To measure the success of this grant, we will give large quantities of the booklet to, for example, the Oregon School Boards Association, the League of Oregon Cities and the Association of Oregon Counties, and then we’ll be checking to make sure they have passed the guides along to their members. 

For reporting on results, we’ll develop a database of recipients and gather information from them that will tell us how they have distributed the guides and how the guides have been used. 
In coming months, Open Oregon will be holding educational sessions with city organizations, special districts, county organizations, and others, and we’ll be passing out the updated guides at those sessions. 

The responses we’ve received from public bodies are typified by this note from a suburban Portland city: “Thank you for sending me a copy of your very informative guide on Oregon's Public Meeting Law.  I would like 100 copies for distribution to staff, council, citizen involvement resources, and citizens. Congratulations on your great effort!” 



Bill Monahan, City Manager, City of Tigard

If there are any questions, please feel free to call me at 503-725-5687. 

Sincerely, 

Judson Randall
Secretary, Open Oregon 
